
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Independent School District 564 – Board of Education 
December 11, 2017. 
6:00 p.m. 
DSC Board Room 
 
A Public Meeting was held on Monday, December 11, 2017 at 5:45 p.m. at the DSC Board Room to review the 
2016-17 World’s Best Workforce Plan.  Sara Olson, Curriculum Coordinator was available questions.  Comments 
were opened to the public.  No comments were received. 
 
A Regular Meeting of Independent School District #564 Board of Education was held Monday, December 11, 2017, 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the DSC Board Room.  The following board members were present: Mike Spears, Misty 
Hempel, Shannon Boen, Wayne Nomeland, Jon Lindgren, Chris Melbye, and Kevin Ballard.  Members absent: none. 
 
Staff members present were:  Brad Bergstrom, Renee Olson, Tanya Monson-Ek, Becky Rogalla, Scott Brekke, Meg 
Kolden, Kim Johnson, Sara Olson, Mike Wienen, Natasha Reierson, Bob Wayne, and Maryfran Twistol.  
Student Senate members present were: none.  
 
Also present were: Dave Hill, Lee Richards, Paul Ihle, Mike Barry, Karen Perkovich, Jana Nelson and student: Kendra  
Wiggs. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
Chairman Mike Spears called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and Clerk Shannon Boen confirmed that a quorum 
was present. 
 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Wayne Nomeland to approve the December 11, 2017 
agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Kevin Ballard and seconded by Shannon Boen to approve the minutes of the November 27, 
2017 Regular Board Meeting as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Jon Lindgren and seconded by Mike Spears to approve the bills as submitted and on file in 
the School District Business Office.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Public Comment: 
None. 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Brad Bergstrom 
Superintendent Bergstrom mentioned that each of the board members should have received tonight a Region 1 
ballot with regards to election of members for the Board of Directors. Please get your completed ballot to Renee by 
the end of the night. 
 
The CP Holiday Train is coming to TRF on Tuesday. We have been asked and will be providing two busses for people 
to utilize in case it is cold and/or windy out, especially for those who are younger or elderly.  Last year was 
extremely cold and it is not expected to be as bad this year. 
 
Last Monday we let out of school early due to weather and were also late for school the next day.  If school is let out 
early or cancelled on a day of a school board meeting, here are some options: 

 



 

1. Keep the meeting as scheduled; 
a. Some districts do that 

2. Reschedule the meeting 
a. Would need to give a three-day notice before meeting could be held 

i. Monday notice means the earliest would be a Thursday meeting 
3. At organizational meeting, declare when meetings will be made up 

a. Time, date, and location 
b. Don’t need to wait the three-days 

 
Superintendent Bergstrom thanked Ronnie and his team of drivers for a great job last week in getting all kids home 
safely on Monday afternoon and to school on Tuesday morning. Roads were very treacherous and they all did a 
great job - thank you very much. 
 
Choir concert is tonight at 7:30 pm. Also, the band concert was rescheduled for 7:30 pm on Friday, December 15, 
2015. Both concerts are at Lincoln High School. 
 
Board Reminder: The Board Organizational meeting will be happening on Monday, January 8, 2017 at 5:30 pm. The 
regular board meeting will begin at 6:00 pm. 
 
Committee Reports 
Multicultural Student Services - Wayne Nomeland mentioned there was a Payoti Stitch (another form of 
beeding) that was held at Franklin Middle school. Brian completed registration for Part I for EASIE Grant and he 
will work on Part II that will open in January. Kim attended the Indian Education Training. There is an 8th grade 
student in the Multicultural Program that will tour NCTC along with LHS students. They will learn about Native 
American students on scholarships. 
 
Student Representative Reports: 
Kendra Wiggs is a Senior at LHS. Kendra talked about the shopping with the Elves on Sunday. She also mentioned 
that the student council is working with the student body to improve the trash problem in the parking lot. There has 
been discussion on adding trash bins and the logistics of the emptying of them. Kendra also mentioned that Tuesday 
night is a double header with a cancer awareness evening. 
 
Recognitions:  
Recognize the donation from Sanford Health for the 3rd Annual Sanford Health Northern Blast totaling $5,000. 
 
Recognize the 9th Grade Career Cluster Event. Recently Lincoln High School held a 9th Grade Career Cluster 
Event. This event provided all of our 9th grade class the opportunity to visit and gain information from experts 
in the career field of their choice. Twenty-four community businesses partnered with Lincoln to provide our 
students with this valuable learning experience.  
 
Presentations: 
2016-17 Volunteer Program - Maryfran Twistol, Jana Nelson and Karen Perkovich. Jana gave a highlight of the 
9th Grade Career Cluster Event that was held on December 7, 2017. This event provided the 9th grade class the 
opportunity to visit and gain information from experts in the career field of their choice. Twenty-four 
community businesses partnered with Lincoln to provide our students with this valuable learning experience. 
 
Karen mentioned some highlights for the 2016-17 school year, at Franklin Middle School. Students benefited 
from over 90 individuals who graciously volunteered their time and talents to our school. They provided over 
2,500 volunteer hours to meet the needs of over 35 different school events. 

 



 

 
Maryfran gave highlights regarding the 12th year of the Challenger School Calendar. She states that there are 
three main components to the success of the Challenger Carnival: Partnerships, Continued Growth, and 
Supplies. There has been 157% increase in ticket sales and 100% of profit goes back to the school. District wide 
we have an 87% increase in volunteer hours. 
 
Jana mentioned some of the highlights for the 2016-17 school year, at Lincoln High School. This year over 300 
scholarships 
 
Thief River Falls Education Foundation - Natasha Reierson, Paul Ihle and Mike Barry gave a review of the 
foundation grants. 

 
Guaranteed & Viable Curriculum (Strategic Direction A): 
A motion was made by Shannon Boen and seconded by Misty Hempel to approve the 2016-2017 School District 
564 World’s Best Workforce Annual Report as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
A motion was made by Kevin Ballard and seconded by Jon Lindgren to approve the completed 2017-2018 School 
District 564 World’s Best Workforce Strategic Planning Goals as presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Technology, Innovative Learning & Partnerships (Strategic Direction B): 
A motion was made by Shannon Boen and seconded by Kevin Ballard to approve the Facilities Use Request from 
the Knights of Columbus and Elks to use both the Varsity and PE gym at Lincoln High School on Sunday, January 
21, 2018 from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm, to hold a Free Throw Shooting Contest. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
A motion was made by Chris Melbye and seconded by Kevin Ballard to approve the Resolution to Support for 
the Purchase and Exchange of School Trust Lands in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Proceeding in 
Tandem. Motion carried unanimously.  

  
WHEREAS, Minnesota’s School Trust Lands were granted by the United States to Minnesota at 
statehood, with the intent to provide a source of continued revenue, now and into the future, for public 
schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, approximately 83,000 acres of the School Trust Lands have been locked up in the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) and unable to generate revenue for the trust for over 50 
years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Superior National Forest, by agreement with the State of Minnesota, manages these 
lands as interwoven fabric of the BWCAW landscape; and 
WHEREAS there are limitations imposed by the Wilderness Act directly conflicting with State law that 
directs School Trust Lands management to “secure the maximum long-term economic return”; and 
 
WHEREAS a Hybrid Model has been adopted that includes a combination of land sale and exchange to 
transfer School Trust Lands located in the BWCAW to the United States Forest Service (USFS); and 
 
WHEREAS a Plan B has been developed as a three-step proposal to accomplish the purchase 
component of the Hybrid Model whereby the Conservation Fund would 1) purchase private forest lands 
in St. Louis County, and 2) exchange the parcels for School Trust Lands located in the BWCAW, and 3) 
the USFS would then buy the former School Trust Lands from the Conservation Fund with funding from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund; and 

 



 

 
WHEREAS it is valued by multiple stakeholders that the purchase and exchange of school trust lands 
proceed on similar timelines; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Thief River Falls Public Schools supports a combination of land sale 
and exchange to transfer School Trust Lands located in the BWCAW to the USFS using the Plan B model 
to ensure that thousands of acres of private forest land in northern Minnesota will be transferred to the 
School Trust. Plan B is an alternative that provides for a continued source of revenue for Minnesota 
schools, allowing for a sustained yield and stable employment for industries, and provides thousands of 
acres of land for public recreation. 
  
On Behalf of the Thief River Falls Public Schools Board of Directors: 
  
Mike Spears, Board Chair 
 
Roll Call Vote 
 

Aye                        Nay    Aye   Nay 
Boen __X__ ______     Melbye __X__ ______  
Nomeland __X__ ______     Spears __X__ ______  
Ballard __X__ ______     Lindgren __X__ ______  
Hempel __X__ ______ 

 
A motion was made by Kevin Ballard and seconded by Jon Lindgren to approve the resolution to Fully Fund 
Special Education Services.  (Minnesota) Motion carried unanimously.  

 
WHEREAS, local boards of education place a very high priority on ensuring that ALL students receive 
high quality special education programs and instruction; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1975 Congress enacted the Education for All Handicapped Children Act (P.L. 94-142) now 
known as The Individuals with Disabilities Act IDEA to: improve access to education for children with 
disabilities by guaranteeing a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive 
environment; assure that the rights of children with disabilities and their parents are protected; assist 
States and school systems to provide for the education of all children with disabilities; and to assess and 
assure the effectiveness of efforts to educate all children with disabilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, when IDEA became law in 1975, the federal government promised to fund 40 percent of the 
additional cost of educating children with disabilities; and yet the federal government has failed to 
adequately fund the mandated programs and services arising under IDEA, never providing more than 15 
percent of the additional cost; and 
 
WHEREAS, sufficient federal funding for IDEA would significantly enhance the ability of local school 
systems to provide an excellent education for all students; and 
 
WHEREAS, the special education cross-subsidy continues to be a major obstacle for Minnesota School 
Districts to grapple with, due to the growing number of students receiving special education, more 
specialized services and rising costs associated with those services and inadequate funding; and 
 

 



 

WHEREAS, the state special education funding system has not kept pace with the rising cost of 
mandated services and supports for students with special needs; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the cross-subsidy for school districts for FY2016 is $679 million; a 5.6 percent increase from 
FY2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, between rising need and insufficient state and federal aid, the amount of funding school 
districts as a whole in Minnesota will be forced to pay for special education costs will reach an average 
of $815 per student in FY17; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we urge the Governor and Legislature to strenuously 
advocate for significant increases in federal special education funding and meaningful special education 
reforms at the federal and state levels; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that there is an urgency the Minnesota Legislature to convene a 
task force to work on special education funding, specifically with a focus on the impacts of the new 
special education funding formulas, the projected cross-subsidy and recommendations with a timeline 
to eliminate the cross-subsidy. 

 
Roll Call Vote 
 

Aye                        Nay    Aye   Nay 
Lindgren __X__ ______     Melbye __X__ ______  
Spears __X__ ______     Nomeland __X__ ______  
Hempel __X__ ______     Boen __X__ ______  
Ballard __X__ ______ 

 
A motion was made by Shannon Boen and seconded by Misty Hempel to approve the resolution to Fully Fund 
Special Education Services.  (Federal) Motion carried unanimously.  

 
WHEREAS, local boards of education place a very high priority on ensuring that ALL students receive 
high quality special education programs and instruction; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1975 Congress enacted the Education for All Handicapped Children Act (P.L. 94-142) now 
known as The Individuals with Disabilities Act IDEA to: improve access to education for children with 
disabilities by guaranteeing a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive 
environment; assure that the rights of children with disabilities and their parents are protected; assist 
States and school systems to provide for the education of all children with disabilities; and to assess and 
assure the effectiveness of efforts to educate all children with disabilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, when IDEA became law in 1975, the federal government promised to fund 40 percent of the 
additional cost of educating children with disabilities; and yet the federal government has failed to 
adequately fund the mandated programs and services arising under IDEA, never providing more than 15 
percent of the additional cost; and 
 
WHEREAS, sufficient federal funding for IDEA would significantly enhance the ability of local school 
systems to provide an excellent education for all students; and 
 

 



 

WHEREAS, the special education cross-subsidy continues to be a major obstacle for Minnesota School 
Districts to grapple with, due to the growing number of students receiving special education, more 
specialized services and rising costs associated with those services and inadequate funding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the state special education funding system has not kept pace with the rising cost of 
mandated services and supports for students with special needs; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the cross-subsidy for Minnesota school districts for FY2016 is $679 million; a 5.6 percent 
increase from FY2015; and 
 
WHEREAS, between rising need and insufficient state and federal aid, the amount of funding school 
districts as a whole in Minnesota will be forced to pay for special education costs will reach an average 
of $815 per student in FY17; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we urge the President and Legislature to strenuously 
advocate for significant increases in federal special education funding and meaningful special education 
reforms at the federal and state levels; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State of Minnesota calls upon the Congress of the United 
States to pass appropriate legislation in order to increase funding for federal special education 
mandates to meet the urgent financial special education needs of our cities and towns; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Senate cause a copy of this resolution to be 
delivered to all United States Representatives and Senators representing Minnesota in the Congress of 
the United States. 

 
Roll Call Vote 
 

Aye                        Nay    Aye   Nay 
Melbye __X__ ______    Nomeland __X__ ______  
Ballard __X__ ______    Lindgren __X__ ______  
Hempel __X__ ______    Boen __X__ ______  
Spears __X__ ______ 
 

Families (Strategic Direction C): 
 

Safety (Strategic Direction D): 
 
Workforce (Strategic Direction E): 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Wayne Nomeland to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, and as appropriate, per negotiated contract, salary and benefits and an acceptable background check. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Personnel: 

1. Approve the employment of Josiah Westerman, Latchkey Coordinator, CES, effective January 2, 
2018. 

 
A motion was made by Misty Hempel and seconded by Kevin Ballard to approve the amended 2017-2019 
contracts for the following individuals as negotiated: 

 



 

 
1. Renee Olson - Executive Assistant to Superintendent/Board 
2. Tanya Monson-Ek - District Business Manager 
3. Becky Rogalla - Personnel Director 
4. Jodi Bergman - Payroll and Benefits Director 
5. Sara Olson - Curriculum/Assessment Coordinator 
6. Meg Kolden - Community Education Director 
7. Kim Johnson - Learner Support Services Director 
8. Rhonda Amundson - Food Services Supervisor 
9. Tim Vagle - District Technology Coordinator 
10. Jean Craigmile - Educational Interpreter 
11. Jason Hruby - Building and Grounds Supervisor 
12. Brian Loe - Dean of Students at Challenger 
13. Dillon Lundin - Community Expert - Construction Careers at LHS 
14. Shanielle Peterson - Community Expert - ECFE Teacher 
15. Ronnie Skallet - Transportation Supervisor 
16. Jane Thibert - Assistant to Technology Coordinator/Challenger LAN Manager 

 
A motion was made by Kevin Ballard and seconded by Chris Melbye to approve the amended 2017-2018 
contract for the following individual as negotiated: 

 
1. Mike Biermaier - Activities Director 

 
Finances (Strategic Direction F):  
Presentation of proposed tax levy for collection in 2018 - Tanya Monson-Ek presented highlights of the tax levy 
for 2018. 
Public Input/Questions - none. 
A motion was made by Jon Lindgren and seconded by Misty Hempel to approve the proposed tax levy for 
collection in 2018 as provided: 

 
Whereas, Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes the School Board of Independent School District No. 
564 – Thief River Falls, Minnesota, is authorized to make the following proposed tax levies for 
general purposes: 
 
General Fund $2,648,400.17 

Community Services $   166,294.77 

Debt Service $3,264,645.56 

OPEB Debt Service $   236,340.93 

 

Total Proposed Tax Levy $6,315,681.43 

 
Now Therefore, Be it resolved by the School Board of Independent School District No. 564 – Thief River 
Falls, Minnesota, that the levy to be levied in 2017 to be collected in 2018 is set at $6,315,681.43.  The 
clerk of the ISD 564 School Board is authorized to certify the proposed levy to the County Auditors of 
Pennington County, Marshall County and Red Lake County, Minnesota. 

 
A motion was made by Shannon Boen and seconded by Wayne Nomeland to accept the donation from Sanford 
Health for the 3rd Annual Sanford Health Northern Blast totaling $5,000. 

 

 



 

A motion was made by Shannon Boen and seconded by Wayne Nomeland to approve the resolution conveyance of 
that real property described herein. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
WHEREAS, Independent School District No. 564 is the owner of the following described real property 
(hereafter “Real Property"), located in the County of Pennington and State of Minnesota, to-wit: 
 

Fifteen rods East and West and Sixteen rods South and North containing One (1) acre               
and a half of the Northwest corner of the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter,               
(NW1/4SW1/4), Section Eight (8), Township One Hundred Fifty-four (154) North of Range            
Forty-three (43) West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, 

 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Independent School District No. 564 has no use for said Real Property and declares the same as 
surplus, and  
 
WHEREAS, Independent School District No. 564 desires to convey said Real Property and Helen Rude desires 
to obtain said Real Property, and 
 
WHEREAS, The School Board has reviewed the terms and conditions of said conveyance,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Independent School District No. 564 shall sell and convey the 
above described Real Property to Helen Rude and that the Chairperson and Clerk are authorized to sign the 
deed on behalf of Independent School District No. 564. 
 
 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 564 
 
Roll Call Vote 
 

Aye                        Nay    Aye   Nay 
Ballard _X___ ______   Melbye _X___ ______  
Boen _X___ ______   Nomeland _X___ ______  
Hempel _X___ ______   Spears _X___ ______  
Lindgren _X___ ______ 

 
Other Items: 
Policies: 
A motion was made by Shannon Boen and seconded by Jon Lindgren to approve the mandatory MSBA policy 501 
School Weapons Policy with no changes. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Wayne Nomeland and seconded by Chris Melbye to approve the mandatory MSBA policy 
502 Search of Students Lockers, Desks, Motor Vehicles, Personal Possessions and Student’s Person with no 
changes. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mike Spears, Chair Wayne Nomeland, Clerk 
            /s/ /s/ 

 


